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 WE BRING big music to small halls and some of the most iconic places on the Isles of Skye and Raasay

 WE WON the 2019 MG Alba Scottish Traditional Music Award for best community project for our 2018 inaugural festival

 WE ARE the SEALL Festival of Small Halls, a premier winter festival celebrating community, culture and traditional music on Skye

 WE CELEBRATE our unique Island culture around Scotland’s National Day with concerts and a St Andrew’s Night Big Cèilidh

 WE SHOWCASE Scotland’s best traditional musicians in some of the most remote and beautiful rural locations in the UK

 WE ARE SEALL One of Scotland’s leading rural performing arts promoters

 WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU

 WE DELIVER an amazing programme of concerts, workshops and sessions to communities and visitors



A FEW WORDS ABOUT 2020
By engaging some of Scotland’s most remote rural 
communities in a winter celebration of the traditional music 

and heritage of the Highlands and Islands, the SEALL Festival of 
Small Halls focuses on the importance of the community hall as a 
space in which to gather and unite. 

There is no doubt 2020 has been one of the most challenging 
years for people on this planet. We cannot gather in the way we 
are used to and social distancing, as well as following stringent 
but pragmatic safety guidelines to avoid the spread of Covid 19, 
will stay with us for a long time to come. 

Amidst a global pandemic, however, people are taking comfort 
and joy from performance on the virtual platforms and this is why 
the Small Halls Festival this year is going online.

SEALL aims to continue to bring the very best festival experience 
to our audiences and this year the musicians will be in residency 
at the Sligachan Hotel from 21-25 November, practising together 
and making new music for three live-streamed concerts on 26 and 
27 November straight from Braes Hall and Dunvegan Castle.

The concerts will form part of the programme of the mighty Blas 
Festival 2020 and will be presented by Skye’s Eilidh Cormack.

On Saturday 28 November, the highly popular Small Halls Big 
Cèilidh will take place live-streamed from the Sligachan Hotel in 
honour of Scotland’s national day. This year’s event is also part of 
the philanthropic St Andrew’s Fair Saturday Festival and will raise 
money for our SEALL@Home project which uses performance art 
to tackle loneliness and isolation within our communities. 

On the night, the whole world is invited to join us in celebration 
of Scotland’s national day and enjoy the music and craic with 
our nine musicians. The evening will be presented by BBC Radio 
Scotland’s Gary Innes of Take the Floor fame.



The SEALL Festival of Small Halls 
is one of the best things that has 
happened for the development of 
arts and culture on Skye.

Donnie MunroFormer Runrig Frontman



MUSICIANS

hamish napier
Hailed as “One of the finest musicians in 

Scotland”, the music of Strathspey-based Hamish is 
a unique balance of tradition and innovation. He 
is renowned for his rich tone, espressive variations 
and pioneering approach to traditional music for 

which he has won multiple awards.

su-a lee
Korean born Su-a is one of the highlights of the 

Scottish music scene. This highly celebrated 
cellist stands out for her versatility, popularity and 

appetite for musical adventure. She is Assistant 
Principal Cello with the Scottish Chamber 

Orchestra and has performed across the world.

inge thomson
Inge has been creating music for over 20 years as 
a composer, producer, lyricist, multi-instrumentalist 

and performer. Inge creates large scale multi-
media works, produces content for radio and film 
soundtrack and performs and records in a solo 

capacity and in cross-disciplinary collaborations.



seÁn gray
Ayrshireman Seán is a flute, whistle and guitar 

player, recording artist and teacher of music. He 
has  toured throughout Europe and North America 
with the award-winning Paul McKenna Band; has 
written commissions for Celtic Connections; and is 

in high demand as a session musician.

rachel newton
Singer and harpist Rachel specialises in 

interpreting traditional folk songs in English and 
Gaelic and writes and arranges her own music. 

Rachel plays fiddle and viola in addition to 
harp, and works across a range of performance 

platforms including theatre and storytelling.

ewan robertson
When not performing and recording with his band 

Braebach, Ewan is found playing with many of 
the UK’s top folk artists. His consummate stage 
craft combined with captivating and dynamic 

playing won him the BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of the Year award in 2008.

MUSICIANS



lauren maccoll
Originally from the Black Isle, BBC Radio 2 Young 

Folk Award 2014 winner, Lauren MacColl, is 
considered one of Scotland’s most expressive 
fiddle players. Her performances are emotive, 
engaging and informed by an equal helping of 

tradition and technique. 

megan henderson
Megan hails from Fort William in Lochaber. 

Coming from a musical family, she first began 
playing violin at the age of four. A multi-

instrumentalist, she plays piano, accordion, is a 
beautiful vocalist and a talented step dancer. She 
is also a member of Braebach and Salsa Celtica.

MUSICIANS

Angus MacKenzie
Originally from Cape Breton, Canada, celebrated 
piper Angus MacKenzie is a well-known musician 

on Skye with his connections to Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig as a tutor of pipes and whistle. He is a 

member of award-winning trad group Dàimh and 
an integral part of the west Highland music scene. 



EILIDH CORMACK

PRESENTERS PRESENTERS GARY INNES
“Jack of all trades and master of all” Gary Innes needs little introduction to the world of 
Scottish Traditional Music. Since picking up the accordion at the age of eight, Gary has 
gone on to perform in over 30 countries across the world. At home on the global stage 
as well as the wee local village hall, the much loved BBC Radio Scotland presenter of 
Take the Floor has been performing music for almost two decades. Gary is also one of 
the founding members of award-winning Scottish super-group Mànran.

Gary will present the Big Cèilidh on Saturday 28 
November. See performance pages for details.

Winner of the Ladies Gold Medal at the Royal 
National Mòd on her first attempt, aged 18, 
and with a prestigeous Trad Award under her 
belt, Skye’s well-loved Gaelic singer Eilidh 
became Scotland’s Gaelic ambassador  in 
2018 at the age of 22. Eilidh is one third of the 
truly unique all-female Gaelic singing sensation 
Sian who took the traditional music scene by 
storm when they formed in 2016.

Eilidh will be presenting the concerts at Braes and 
Dunvegan Castle on 26 and 27 November. See 
performance pages for details.





DUNVEGAN CASTLE

One of the greatest castles in the Hebrides, the 
majestic Dunvegan Castle is the only Highland 
fortress to have been continuously occupied by 
the same family for 800 years.

Ancestral home of the Clan MacLeod, this 
nationally significant ancient building with its 
complex architecture and extensive gardens stands 
a mile north of Dunvegan village and is one of 
Skye’s most popular visitor attractions.

The castle houses a unique collection of many 
beautiful paintings and important heirlooms such as 
Ruairidh Mòr’s drinking horn, Flora MacDonald’s 
Jacobite Relics and the magical Fairy Flag (Am 
Bratach Sìth) which is said to carry invincibility for the 
MacLeods when unfurled in battle.

Formerly the great hall, the castle’s magnificent drawing 
room dates from the latter part of the 14th century and 
provides a unique and stunning setting for our festival 
concert on Friday 27 November.

For further details on the concert, see performance pages.

For further information on 
Dunvegan Castle & Gardens 

visit their website:

www.dunvegancastle.com



On the southern side of Loch Portree, a short drive from Skye’s bustling 
capital, lies the beautiful Braes peninsula - the Island’s hidden gem. Braes is 
a quiet residential area made up of a series of rural townships at the foot of 
Ben Tianavaig. The village hall of Braes dates back to 1840 when it was a 
school and is well supported by its local community. 

Our concert on Thursday 26 November will be live-streamed from this 
wonderful, charming wee hall. For further details, see performance pages.

BRAES HALL

The Sligachan Hotel is Skye’s most iconic hotel. Situated at the foot of the 
Sligachan Glen and surrounded by some of the Highland’s best scenery, 
here you will always find a warm welcome and a promise of a relaxing and 
comfortable stay. 

The 2020 SEALL Festival of Small Halls plays out in a grand finale on 
Saturday 28 November from the hotel’s Seumas’ Bar when all of our festival 
musicians perform a mammoth celebratory online St Andrew’s Night big 
cèilidh for all. While our musicians take the stage, BBC Radio Scotland 
celebrity presenter Gary Innes will invite the world to take the floor for an 
evening of music, song, dance and craic live-streamed directly into the 
audience’s living rooms.

the sligachan hotel



       Small Halls is without a doubt a step 
in the right direction for Skye and its 
local communities, and for people in 
Scotland and around the world to get an 
idea of who we are as islanders and what 
we want to represent.” Deirdre Curley, Director

The Sligachan Hotel



FESTIVAL 2020
Experience the music, friendship and craic of the 2020 SEALL Festival 
of Small Halls live-streamed from the Isle of Skye directly into your living 
room. Taking place between 26 and 28 November, our concerts and Big 
Cèilidh this year will be led by our nine musicians in two 45-minute sets 
for each concert then all will appear on stage together for our stunning St 
Andrew’s Night celebration, the popular Big Cèilidh.

Performances take place:

• From one of Skye’s wee halls: Braes Hall
• From the elegant drawing room of the ancient Hebridean fortress of 
 Clan MacLeod: Dunvegan Castle
• From Seumas’ Bar of Skye’s most iconic hotel: The Sligachan Hotel 

These performances will be live-streamed by a professional film crew to 
deliver the best quality festival experience to social media platforms all 
across the world.

Small Halls 2020 is part of the Blas Festival and St Andrew’s Fair 
Saturday.

Access to all events is by ticket. The links to the events and full 
instructions on how to watch will be displayed on your ticket.
Free to unwaged, SEALL members and seasons: email press@seall.co.uk for these ticketsBOX OFFICE: www.seall.co.uk/small-halls/tickets



THE CONCERTS

Thursday 26 November 8pm
Braes Hall

PERFORMERS: RACHEL NEWTON, EWAN ROBERTSON
ANGUS MACKENZIE, MEGAN HENDERSON 

PRESENTER: EILIDH CORMACK

Friday 27 November 8pm
Dunvegan Castle Drawing Room

PERFORMERS: INGE THOMSON, SU-A LEE, HAMISH NAPIER
SEÀN GRAY, LAUREN MACCOLL. PIPER: ANGUS MACKENZIE

PRESENTER: EILIDH CORMACK

TICKET PRICES
Single event ∞ £8 per person

Festival pass (all three events) ∞ £20 per person
Free to unwaged, SEALL members and seasons: email press@seall.co.uk for these tickets BOX OFFICE: www.seall.co.uk/small-halls/tickets



SMALL HALLS BIG CÈILIDH
SATURDAY 28 November 10pm

SEUMAS’ BAR, THE SLIGACHAN HOTEL
PERFORMERS: INGE THOMSON, SU-A LEE, HAMISH NAPIER, 

SEÀN GRAY, RACHEL NEWTON, EWAN ROBERTSON
MEGAN HENDERSON, LAUREN MACCOLL, ANGUS MACKENZIE

PRESENTER: GARY INNES

Join us for an evening of world-class music in the traditional Scottish style 
(which includes an evening raffle!) and celebrate St Andrew’s Night with 

nine of the best traditional musicians in Scotland. BBC Scotland’s much loved 
presenter Gary Innes will be inviting the world to take part in our Small Halls 

Big Cèilidh, the culmination of our wonderful 2020 winter festival.

This is a chance to celebrate with the communities of Skye, dance along to the 
tunes and experience the magic of the Island’s traditional musical heritage. 

TICKET PRICES
Single event ∞ £8 per person

Festival pass (all three events) ∞ £20 per person
Free to unwaged, SEALL members and seasons: email press@seall.co.uk for these ticketsBOX OFFICE: www.seall.co.uk/small-halls/tickets







The Isle of Skye has some 
amazingly beautiful halls and 

provides an incredible backdrop 
creating a unique audience and 
musician experience. Duncan Chisholm, 

Musician



Thanks | Moran taing
Our main funders

Creative Scotland
PRS Foundation

Blas Festival

Our amazing supporters
The Sligachan Hotel for their generosity, inspiration and friendship to SEALL and the Skye communities

Dunvegan Castle and the Clan MacLeod for providing a magnificent castle for our concert
The Blas Festival: ceud mìle taing, tha sibh sgoinneil!

St Andrew’s Fair Saturday for improving the world through arts and culture
Sandy Butler for his genius filmmaking and photography skills

Alasdair MacAoidh for his amazing live-streaming, directorial and production talents
Radio Skye for being the best radio station in the world

Michael McCuish USA, for spreading the word beyond The Pond
Innes and Campell Communications our fabulous social media gurus

Westcoast Media the coolest website builders on the planet 

Some of the best producers, services and makers in the Hebrides for supporting us
SkyeSkyns Waternish

Skye Weavers Glendale 
Edinbane Pottery Edinbane
Torabhaig Distillery Sleat

Isle of Harris Distillery
This list will grow as we move closer to the Festival time.

Our Small Halls communities for their continued support and heart-warming enthusiasm
All our musicians, presenters and tech crew for just being you



www.seall.co.uk

WE ARE SEALL
SEALL is a well-established and trusted, award-winning performing arts promotion charity based on the Isle of Skye. For almost 30 years, we have delivered world-class 

performances to our remote rural communities on Skye and Raasay through a year-round programme; the Skye Festival (Fèis an Eilein) in the summer; and the more recent Small 
Halls Festival in November. SEALL is recognised by the Scottish Government as one of Scotland’s leading rural arts promoters. 

Our work is underpinned by our communities, heritage and culture and our programmes involve high-quality performances in music, theatre, dance, literature, comedy and 
children’s shows in halls and stages across Skye and Raasay, including some of the most remote village halls in Scotland. 

We believe no one should be denied access to great quality performance and we bring the world’s stages to the doorsteps of our rural and isolated communities. This work 
reaches local and visiting audiences and participants that are multi-generational, multi-cultured, abled and disabled, of all genders and from all walks of life, promoting inclusivity, 

social cohesion, tolerance and wellbeing. We advocate the relevance and importance of Scotland’s rich cultural heritage and showcase Skye as a beautiful cultural destination.

Our team
Marie Lewis, Creative Director | Sara Bain, Communications Manager | Rosaidh Phillips, Administrator | Ruari Gordon, Sound and Lighting Engineer

Our contact details
SEALL

An Seòmar Uaine
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

Sleat
Isle of Skye
IV44 8RQ

Email: info@seall.co.uk; Web: www.seall.co.uk

SEALL is a company limited by guarantee No 165147
Scottish Charity No SC024859



BOX OFFICE: www.seall.co.uk/small-halls/tickets


